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Home. What does that term mean? We left our home in Togo. But we’re back home in the United States. 
Some of the places we’ll stay over the course of the next year we’ll refer to as home, even some of the hotel 
rooms that we will stay in. And when we return to Togo, we’ll be going back home. Strange how one simple 
word can have so many nuances.

We boarded a plane just over one month ago, leaving behind home and coworkers and friends. The flights 
went very well and the kids did a great job on the flights. We did leave with 10 pieces of checked luggage 
and ended up with 7 to greet us on the other side. The kids were a little concerned that they were going to 
have to get back on the plane so we could go find the bags. Fortunately the 3 missing ones were returned to 
us a week later.

After a couple of weeks of calm and rest, Jason and Seth boarded a train taking them west. They took a 
train to Chicago where they got on the Empire Builder (Amtrak’s train traveling between Chicago and 
Seattle). Seth had seen an episode describing the train and the route, so he was excited to see it in person, 
though the inside was smaller than he imagined. They didn’t take it all the way to Seattle however. Their 
train journey ended in North Dakota where the collected the van that is to be ours for the majority of our 
furlough.

Before Jason and Seth began the 3-day drive back across the country, they talked for a while with the man 
who owns the van (as well as several other vehicles). He happens to be a retired crop duster whose current 
ministry is allowing missionaries to use the vehicles he owns.

We have recently begun to really use the van as we are now on the road for a few weeks. We have 
meetings and a conference with ABWE, then head south to visit some family and friends, before driving 
north to visit even more family and friends. Snacks, stories, and stickers help to entertain the kids. And their 
fascination with everything they’re seeing helps to entertain Jason and I. How funny it is that the things we 
find so common are so new and sometimes exciting to them. Horses, boats (either on the water or being 
towed behind vehicles), car-top carriers, construction sites, bodies of water are only a few of the things that 
have been brought to our attention over the last few days.

As we begin this furlough, visiting churches and family and friends, with the hope of sharing some of the 
stories of God’s working in our lives in the last 4 years plus our ideas for the coming years, we’re praying for 
safety in our many travels and the opportunity to feel at home in the many different places we’ll stay.
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